
 Pumpkin Ridge, the 36-hole complex just west of 
Portland, has sold a controlling interest to Escalante Golf. 
Pumpkin Ridge opened in 1992 with the private Witch 
Hollow and public Ghost Creek.  Both have hosted major 
championships. Escalante Golf is an owner-operator of 
high-end golf clubs around the country.

Pumpkin Ridge sold to
new ownership group
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Rules Quiz

Mike Keiser abandons
Bandon links project

nw posting scores goes
silent until the spring
 If you play golf in the Pacific Northwest then 
you don’t have to worry about posting your 
scores. In Washington you don’t post from Nov. 
15 through March 1. In Oregon you don’t post 
from Nov, 30 through March 1. Computers in 
the Northwest go silent in the winter months 
because of the abnormal winter conditions that 
Mother Nature throws at golf courses around 
the Pacific Northwest with rain and snow.
 However, if you play golf in places like Ari-
zona, Hawaii or California you still need to post 
those scores.

  A player marks and lifts the ball on 
the putting green.  He cleans the ball and 
replaces it in front of his mark and leaves 
the mark in place while he reads the putt.  
While away from the ball the ball moves 
about two feet.  Since the ball mark was 
still in place the ball is replaced.  True or 
false? See Page 2 for the answer..

 Bandon Dunes Resort owner Mike Keiser 
had big plans to add another golf course on the 
Oregon Coast, but not be a part of his Bandon 
Dunes Resort. The project was called Bandon 
Links and Keiser had hired architect Gil Hanse 
to do the preliminary work.
 Keiser had plans to offer a world-class golf 
course for greens fee as little as $10 per round 
for Coos and Curry County residents. There 
were other big plans for a caddy program and 
scholarship ideas.
 However, those plans have not been scut-
tled said Keiser. Keiser said that the Bureau of 
Land Management (BLM) said that in keeping 
with federal regulations the fees charged must 
be commensurate with other golf courses on 
BLM lands and that the revenues would have 
to be devoted to use on the property, That took 
care of any change for the low local rates for 
the golf course, the scholarship program. In 
addition, well testing met with disappointing 
results. As a result of all the problems, Keiser 
said he is abandoning the project.
 He did say he will seek a site where the 
same programs would be viable.

olympic Peninsula Card 
offers three-course deal
 If you like to play golf on the Olympic Pen-
insula, then the Cedars at Dungeness, Salish 
Cliffs and White Horse Golf Club just might have 
what you are looking for.
 The three have combined for the Olympic 
Peninsula Card and through the end of Decem-
ber the card is on sale for $149 (from $169). The 
deal includes green fees for 18 holes, cart rental, 
range use and 10 percent off merchandise and 
food. The card is available at all three courses. 
Call 360.297.4468 for more info.

 

Pierce County wants another
U.S. open after 2015 profit
 Pierce County had hoped to break even on the 2015 United States Open, 
which was held at Chambers Bay. After months of crunching the numbers, 
Pierce County officials said the event netted $1.1 million for the tournament, 
which was held in June. And now, Pierce County officials want another 
crack at hosting the tournament sometime down the road.
 “The bottom line is that the 2015 U.S. Open was a great event and we 
want to see it return,” said County Executive Pat McCarthy.
 The tournament has been a boon to play at Chambers Bay. In fact, 
KemperSports, which runs the course, told the county that it envisioned a 
profit of over $7 million in revenues for the 2018 golf season.

Aloha: Big Island golf is a scenic treat in paradise

 Tired of the weather Mother Nature 
is dishing out in the Pacific Northwest 
this winter? Maybe a trip to the island 
of Hawai’i is what the doctor ordered. 
Golf resorts like Mauna Kea (top) offer 
luxurious accommodations as well as 
scenic holes like this par-3; Waikoloa 
Beach Resort is a place with a Mar-
riott and Hilton hotels plus a pair of 
championship golf courses - all along 
the Pacific Ocean. For more on golfing 
the Big Island, see inside.

Tips to shop for the 
golfer on your list
 Sometimes golfers are the easiest people 
to shop for during the holidays. With things 
like a SensoGlove (pictured left) and The 
Aiming (right), there are a variety of golf items 
you can buy for the golfer on your list. Inside 
Golf takes a look at some ideas for you during 
this shopping season if you might be running 
out of ideas. Take a look inside this section 
and see if Inside Golf can help you with some 
golf holiday shopping.
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 Answer:  false.  The ball is played as 
it lies.  The fact that the ball mark was 
still on the ground is irrelevant.  The 
ball was in play when it was replaced. 

 • Inside Golf thanks Paul Lucien for his 
help with the monthly rules questions..

Hawaiian golf offers a chance to beat
those Pacific Northwest golfing blues

InsideGolfNewspaper.com

 There might not be a more perfect place for 
the new GolfBoards than resorts like Mauna Kea 
on the big island of Hawai’i.  Cruising down the 
fairway with the Pacific Ocean in the background.

 Some Hawaiian golf highlights:
 OK I will admit it. On a recent trip to the Big 
Island of Hawai’i, I felt like a golf snob. Here I 
was playing some of the best courses that the 
islands had to offer, enoying ridiculous views of 
the ocean and lava and thinking I was a golf snob 
for living the high life.
 Then reality set in.
 During one of our rounds, we spotted the 
beverage cart girl driving up. It was early so it 
was time for a bloodymary. I was in a golf snob 
good mood so I dusted the cob webs off my 
wallet and told my buddy that it was my round.
 “Hey, can you fix us up with two bloodymarys 
– we will get them after we putt out, thanks,” I 
told the beverage cart girl.
 “OK they will be here when you get back,” 
she replied.
 We putted out, walked to the cart and she 
walked up with a couple of fine looking cocktails, 
which were going to help after hitting a ball into 
the lava that surrounded the course.
 “That will be $14,” she said.
 That seemed reasonable, since we paid $7 
for the drinks yesterday on a different course. 
So I took out a $20 and told her to keep a little 
something for the effort.
 “I meant that was $14 apiece,” she said.
 I was speechless. And if anyone knows me, 
I am never speechless. But this did it. Are you 
kidding - $14 for a bloodymary. And it was only 
a single shot? Wow.
 “Are you f*&$#-ing kidding me,” I said with-
out even thinking. I felt bad right after I uttered 
those infamous words thinking I should have it 
all without the F Bomb.
 OK, a golf snob wouldn’t have cared what 
the drink cost. Turns out I cared. I guess I am 
not a golf snob after all. Just a cheapskate like 
I thought I was.
 • GolfBoards are making a big move around 
the country and in Hawai’i they are taking off as 
well. Mauna Kea Golf Club has the golf boards 

for use, and there might not be a better place 
for them than the islands.
 My buddy had never tried one, and was 
hooked right away – despite the fact that he 
couldn’t make a turn for 15 minutes while practic-
ing. You get the wind blowing as you roll up and 
down the fairways and feel like you are surfing. 
The only way to go.
 • There is plenty of lava to go around on sev-
eral of the courses on the Big Island. One thing 
that is important: Do not hit the ball in the lava. 
Let me repeat, do not hit the ball in the lava. I 
spent a few shots in the lava, sometimes hitting it 
out, sometimes taking a drop, sometimes losing 
the ball altogether.
 Balls his in the lava get scuffed. Shots hit out 
of the lava scuff the clubs. Balls lost in the lava 
just cost more money.
 But I will say, the lava makes for a scenic 
boundry of the holes. Great to look at, hard to 
play out of.
 • If you love the wind, this is the place for 
you. Five of the six rounds we played were in 25 
to 35 mile per hour winds. Never really played 
in much wind before, this was eye opening. The 
balls would move on the greens and sometimes 
the balls wouldn’t even stay on the tee. On one 
shot to a par-3, I started the ball left of the green 
over a lava field and watched it come back 40-50 
yards and land on the green. Good enough to 

win a few dollars for a KP. A few dollars, yes, 
but not enough for a $14 bloodymary. Needed 
a few more KP’s to take care of that bar bill. 
 Looking to get away this winter? This is the 
place. Just make sure you know the price of the 
bloody mary’s before you order.

 Steve Turcotte is editor of Inside Golf 
Newspaper. He can be reached at sdturcotte@
comcast.net.
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 With so many older courses being bought up 
by larger companies and others just closing to be 
turned into housing developments, it’s refreshing 
to see a few family courses still  around. Lipoma 
Firs is one of the family-owned courses that 
has not only remained a family venture but has 
grown into one of the outstanding golf facilities 
in Western Washington. 
 It all began when Tony Lipoma bought 640 
acres for a Christmas tree farm in the 1930s.  After 
years as a successful tree farm where Tony and his 
son Sam were shipping trees around the county, 
they made the decision to convert the farm into an 
18-hole golf course.  Tony wanted a course that 
the average golfer, could afford to play. The year 
was 1989 and Lipoma Firs opened for business. 
 The golf course proved to be such a good 
venture for the Lipoma family that they decided 

Lipoma Firs: Family owned course
still doing solid golf business in NW

to expand and build a companion course. In 1994 
Lipoma Firs became a 27-hole facility. 
 The golf business seems to be a nice fit for 
the Lipoma family as even the great grand kids 
are getting exposed early to some of the chores 
that make up a successful golf business. Today 
Tony’s grandson Tony runs the facility along with 
his brother Nick. 
 Tony handles the business side and Nick is 
the course superintendent. Together they have 
created a gem of a golf complex with a range, 
a restaurant and 27 holes of outstanding golf at 
Lipoma Firs.  Today the course is one of the driest 
winter courses around.
 To honor their great grand father’s desire to 
have an every-day guy’s course they are keeping 
the prices exceptionally low at $15 (weekdays)  
per 18 holes throughout the winter months. 

Lipoma family: (front row from left to right): Towson, Terryn and Anthony; (second row from left to right): Adrianna, 
Samantha and Sam; (back row left to right): Cheryl Ryan, Pali, Nick, Frank Desimone, Tony and Vonda.



number of meal and water vouchers. The vol-
unteer fee for adults is $130; there is no fee for 
junior volunteers. For detailed descriptions of all 
adult and junior committees, visit KPMGWom-
ensPGAChampionship.com/Volunteer.

Husky men finish off fall schedule
 In their final tournament of the fall, Wash-
ington finished off a dominating performance at 
the Gifford Collegiate at the Legends Course at 
La Costa, winning by nine strokes. The Huskies 
shot the low round of the day for the third-straight 
round, firing a 2-over 286 to finish at 6-under 846 
for the week.
 The win was the second of the fall for Wash-
ington who also tied Oregon for the team title at 
the Husky Invitational back in September. The 
Dawgs had not won multiple fall tournaments 
since way back in 2001 when that team won 
three times (The Prestige at Desert Willow, The 
Nelson at Stanford and the Husky Invitational at 
Gold Mountain).
 The win was the 33rd for Washington 
since Matt Thurmond took over as head coach 
and the 74th in program history.
 In addition to the team win, Corey Perei-
ra and Chris Babcock tied for the individual 
win with Maverick McNealy of Stanford who is 
currently the No. 1 ranked player in college golf. 
The win was the second of the fall for Pereira and 
third of his Husky career. For Babcock it was his 
first collegiate win.
Pereira becomes just the sixth Husky to win 
at least three tournaments, joining the greats 
of Washington golf that include Cheng-Tsung 
Pan, Chris Williams, Brock Mackenzie, Nick 
Taylor and O.D. Vincent.
 • Washington head coach Matt Thurmond 
has announced that three players have signed 
National Letters of Intent. Joining the Huskies for 

the 2016-17 season will be Shamu Bodhidatta, 
Henry Lee and Sam Warkentin.
 The three-player class will bring an immedi-
ate impact to the Washington program that has 
established itself as one of the elite in the nation 
over the past decade. All three new Huskies have 
been top junior players and will bring different 
strengths to the Montlake.
 “Each class of recruits has its own personal-
ity and responsibility,” said Thurmond. “Like 
every group that comes in, we expect this group 
the leave our program better than they found it. 
That is their task. They’ve already connected as 
classmates and look forward to being teammates 
and part of the larger Husky Golf Family. We will 
expect a lot of them and know they will stand on 
the shoulders of giants and add to the legacy of 
those that have gone before them.”

Troon Card gives some great rates
 It’s always golf season somewhere, and with 
the new 2016 Troon Card, it’s never been easier 
to experience incredible golf at great rates in your 
hometown or around the world.
  Play a round with your 2016 Troon Card 
and take advantage of enhanced benefits at fa-
cilities like Troon North Golf Club in Arizona, 
PGA WEST in California, Aliante Golf Club in 
Nevada and more. Troon Cards offer preferred 
pricing at more than 
100 participating Troon courses, “2-for-1” golf 
offers, a “Best Rate Guarantee,” replay rates from 
$25, and more!
  There are  many affordable card options with 
regional and state-specific cards that include 
“bonus states” and international locations. Now 
offering 30 different card options, it’s never 
been easier to find the Troon Card that is right 
for you.  Troon Cards are on sale now at www.
TroonCards.com.
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Mallard Creek looks
to rebuild after its
clubhouse burns When the 2016 KPMG Women's PGA Cham-

pionship comes to Sahalee Country Club in the 
Seattle-area community of Sammamish, Wash. 
next June, its success will depend on local sup-
port in the form of adult and junior volunteers 
who will be called on to help in a variety of 
exciting capacities.
 The KPMG Women's PGA Championship, 
broadcast in partnership with NBC and Golf 
Channel, combines a world-class, annual major 
golf championship with a women's leadership 
summit and an ongoing community initiative - 
all focused on the development, advancement 
and empowerment of women on and off the 
golf course. The Championship will be held at 
Sahalee Country Club, June 7-12, 2016. 
 "Sahalee is thrilled to partner with KPMG, 
the PGA of America, and the LPGA to host this 
Championship," said Sahalee Country Club 
President Steve Oaks. "However, its success is 
dependent upon our volunteers and the Pacific 
Northwest golf community. We are anticipating 
an enthusiastic response from those that want to 
be part of this major championship." 
 Notable volunteer committees include admis-
sion sales and will call, contestant transportation, 
leader boards and thru boards, and walking scor-
ers.  Adult volunteers, ages 22 and older, will 
be required to work four shifts and contribute a 
minimum of 16 hours total, while junior volun-
teers, ages 14 to 21, will have to work three shifts 
and contribute a minimum of 12 hours. Shifts 
will last between three and four hours. Junior 
volunteers are needed for standard bearers, leader 
boards and thru boards, and monster board. 
 All volunteers will receive a uniform (golf 
shirt, outerwear piece, and headwear), a creden-
tial providing site access from Tuesday through 
Sunday of event week, preferred complimentary 
parking, a discount in the Championship Golf 
Shop, a Championship program, and a limited 

 Mallard Creek Golf Course in Lebanon is 
reeling this winter after its clubhouse burned 
down. The fire in the clubhouse was so in-
tense, firefighters took a defense approach, 
meaning no crews were allowed inside to 
battle the flames.
 An electrical malfunction in a circuit 
breaker in an upstairs electrical panel caused 
the fire that caused $1.3 million damage.
 The golf course, about 90 minutes south 
of downtown Portland, was open for business 
later in the day. Their temporary office is in 
an RV park.
 The 3-alarm fire was under control by 2 
a.m. and mostly out by 7:55 a.m., the fire 
department said.

Riverbend Winter Series heats up
 The Riverbend Winter Series continues 
in December with the 19th annual Winter 
Better Ball. There are two more events on 
the schedule including the 19th annual Winter 
Scramble on Jan,. 16 and the 22nd annual 
Riverbend Ball Buster on Feb. 20.
 For more information on the River-
bend Winter Series call the golf course at 
253.854.3673.

Olympic Peninsula Card available
 If you like to play golf on the Olympic 
Peninsula, then the Cedars at Dungeness, 
Salish Cliffs and White Horse Golf Club just 
might have what you are looking for.
 The three have combined for the Olym-
pic Peninsula Card and through the end of 
December the card is on sale for $149 (from 
$169). The card is available at all three 
courses. Call 360.297.4468 for more info.

LPGA major championship heading to Sahalee; 
volunteers needed to help for June tournament



Seattle

Everett

Pierce County

Bellevue

Maple Valley

Jackson: 206-363-4747 • Jefferson: 206-762-4513
West Seattle: 206-935-5187 • Interbay: 206-285-2200

www.PremierGC.com

LS-253.531.3660
FS-253.588.0613 

www.LakeSpanawayGC.com

425.452.7250
www.BellevuePGC.com

425.432.9405
www.LakeWildernessGC.com

LM-425.259.4653 
WH-425.353.4653

www.EverettGolf.com
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Early Bird Special
18 Holes of Golf, Golf Car Fee, Breakfast 
Sandwich & Coffee for only $34!
(Must tee off before 8:30am  and pick up food before the round 
or at the turn).
Valid Weekdays (except holidays)
Must present coupon – Expires 12/31/15

Early Bird Special
18 Holes of Golf, Golf Car Fee, Breakfast 
Sandwich & Coffee for only $33!
(Must tee off before 8:30am and pick up food before 
round or at the turn).
Valid Weekdays (except holidays)
Must present coupon –Expires 12/31/15

Re-Play Special
Re-play Interbay for only $9.00!
Valid Monday – Friday
Rounds must be played after a round at regular price is paid.
Expires 12/31/15

Lesson Special
Present this coupon and receive a 
45 minute lesson for only $40! 
Expires 12/31/15
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Lynnwood 425.672-4653
www.LynnwoodGC.com

Twilight Special
Present this coupon and receive a one hour 
head start on Weekday Twilight rates. 
(Pay only $17 for a round of golf starting at 11am)
Expires 12/31/15

40% OFF any TaylorMade R15 or 
Aeroburner Driver, FW or Hybrid
Valid on only one club per coupon, per customer. 
Limited to stock on hand.
Expires 12/31/15
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“Too Much Golf”
All you can play, Hot Dog & Soda 
for only $24!
Valid 7 days a week after 11am
Must present coupon.   Expires 12/31/15
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www.PremierGolfCenters.Com

$5 OFF
Present this coupon and take $5 OFF 
the Twilight Rate
Valid after 12pm  –  Expires 12/31/15

20% OFF Clubs
Present this coupon and take 20% OFF all full priced 
golf clubs or 10% OFF already sale priced clubs. 
(Excludes Ping)
Coupon cannot be combined with any other offers/discounts.
Must present coupon – Expires 12/31/15
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Marysville 360.363.8460 
www.cedarcrestgc.com

Range Pass Winter Special
Present this coupon and Save 20% 
on any multi-bucket pass.
Must present coupon       Expires 12/31/15

Jackson Park Golf Course
Jefferson Park Golf Course
West Seattle Golf Course

Interbay Golf Center

Lake Spanaway Golf Course

Fort Steilacoom Golf Course

Cedarcrest Golf Course

Bellevue Golf Course

Lake Wilderness Golf Course

Legion Memorial Golf Course

Walter Hall Golf Course

Lynnwood Golf Course
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Did you know….
 • There are many pro athletes in Seattle who like to 
swing the clubs, but Seattle Seahawks wide receiver 
Jermaine Kearse truly loves the 
game. He is a WSGA member, 
and played in the 2015 WSGA 
Parent-Child Championship this 
past summer. Seahawks kicker 
Steven Hauschka is another 
avid golfer who plays during 
the offseason as well.
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Tour Players with northwest ties

 • New for 2016: one membership, all the programs. 
New for 2016 when you sign up for Oregon Junior Golf 
membership, juniors receive Youth On Course program 
access (play for just 
$5) and the ability to 
play in Erling Jacobsen 
Tour events in addition 
to Oregon Junior Golf 
Majors & Sanctioned tournaments? No more ‘which mem-
bership is right for my son or daughter,’ just join once, get 
all the benefits!! Go to www.oregonjuniorgolf.org for more 
info.

 The Pacific Northwest Golf Association 
(PNGA) has announced the 2015 Players of the 
Year. Those honored include Men's Player of 
the Year, Charles Kern of Mercer Island, Wash.; 
Women's, Gigi Stoll of Tigard, Ore.; Men's 
Mid-Amateur, Reid Hatley of Hayden Lake, 
Idaho; Women's Mid-Amateur, Amanda Jacobs 
of Seattle, Wash.; Senior Men's, Tom Brandes 
of Bellevue, Wash.; Senior Women's, Leilani 
Norman of Eugene, Ore.; Junior Boys', Joshua 
Gliege of Eagle, Idaho; and Junior Girls', Ellie 
Slama of Salem, Ore. 
 Here is a look at the 2015 winners;
 • Charles Kern, Men’s Player of the Year: In 
a year that included graduating from the College of 
William & Mary in Virginia, Kern had a solid season 
in the Pacific Northwest’s biggest competitions. He 
began the Western Swing at his home club in the Sa-
halee Players Championship where he finished T7 in 
a strong field that draws interest from some of the best 
amateurs from around the world. He then went on to 
earn Medalist honors in the stroke play portion of the 
Pacific Northwest Men’s Amateur Championship after 
posting impressive rounds of 63 and 70 for a two-day 
total of 9-under par at Sunriver (Ore.) Resort. 
 • Gigi Stoll, Women’s Player of the Year: Stoll 
was awarded the PNGA Women’s Player of the Year 
award last year and followed it up this year with an-
other fantastic season. She began the year finishing 
Runner-up in the Oregon Tournament of Champions. 
She then won her second consecutive Oregon Wom-
en’s Amateur Championship in dominating fashion, 
winning the final match 8 and 6. Stoll then completed 
an impressive trifecta by winning the Oregon Women’s 
Stroke Play Championship. 
 • Reid Hatley, Men’s Mid-Amateur Player of the 
Year: Consistent is the best way to describe Hatley’s 
2015 season. He finished third in the Washington State 
Champion of Champions, T5 in the Washington State 
Men’s Amateur Championship, and made it to the 
Round of 16 in the Pacific Northwest Men’s Amateur 
Championship. In Mid-Amateur competitions Reid 
finished T3 in the Pacific Northwest Men’s Mid-
Amateur Championship, third in the Washington State 

Kern, Stoll are headliners for
2015 PNGA Players of the Year

Mid-Amateur, and finished as Medalist in the U.S. 
Mid-Amateur Championship Qualifier. 
 • Amanda Jacobs, Women’s Mid-Amateur 
Player of the Year: Jacobs also had a very consistent 
year in the Mid-Am ranks. She finished fourth in the 
BC Women’s Mid-Amateur Championship, Runner-
up in the Seattle Women’s Golf Association City 
Championship, Runner-up in the Pacific Northwest 
Women’s Mid-Amateur Championship, and she won 
the Washington State Women’s Mid-Amateur Champi-
onship at Fairwood Golf & Country Club in Renton.
 • Tom Brandes, Senior Men’s Player of the Year: 
This is Brandes’ fifth year in a row to be awarded the 
Pacific Northwest Senior Men’s Player of the Year 
Award. The PNGA Hall of Famer earned this award 
by finishing T3 in the Washington State Champion of 
Champions, T4 in the Washington Senior Open, and 
third in the Pacific Northwest Senior Men’s Amateur 
Championship. 
 • Leilani Norman, Senior Women’s Player of 
the Year: Norman had notable performances in many 
regional championships. She also qualified for the 
U.S. Senior Women’s Amateur and made it into the 
Round of 64 of that national championship. Leilani 
finished T3 in the Oregon Women’s Senior Stroke 
Play Championship in Portland, Ore., and won the 
Oregon Women’s Senior Amateur Championship in 
match play. Her biggest performance of the season 
came when she won the Pacific Northwest Senior 
Women’s Amateur Championship at Everett Golf & 
Country Club in a three-way playoff to win.
 • Joshua Gliege, Junior Boys’ Player of the Year: 
Gliege had an impressive year to earn the PNGA Ju-
nior Boys’ Player of the Year. He won the Idaho High 
School 5A State Championship, won The Dropping 
Junior Championship, and won a PGA Jr. Series event. 
He also finished third in the AJGA Hale Irwin Colorado 
Junior, T3 in the Western Junior Amateur, third in the 
Idaho Tournament of Champions, and sixth in a strong 
field at the Junior America’s Cup. 
 • Ellie Slama, Junior Girls’ Player of the Year: 
Slama captured four victories in 2015. She was stroke 
play medalist and champion of the Oregon Girls’ Ju-
nior Amateur Championship, won the Oregon Girls’ 
Junior Stroke Play Championship.

PgA Tour - 2016
 • Ben Crane • Portland • 109th on the list with $75,642
 • Robert Garrigus • Gresham • 208th on the list with $8,118
 • Andres Gonzales • Olympia • 158th on the list with $32,805
 • Ryan Moore • Puyallup • 36th on the list with $316,539
 • Alex Prugh • Spokane • 178th on the list with $21,352
 • Michael Putnam • Tacoma •  120th on the list with $65,600
 • Kyle Stanley • Gig Harbor • 142nd on the list with $47,017
 • Nick Taylor • Ex-UW • 98th on the list with $104,414
web.com Tour - final 2015
 • Jason Allred • Ashland • 41st on the list with $114,490
 • Joel Dahmen, Clarkston • 62nd on the list with $86,344
 • Jeff Gove • Seattle • 124th on the list with $29,477
 • Scott Harrington • Portland • 70th on the list with $78,668
 • Richard H. Lee • Bellevue • 164th on the list with $9,093
 • Brock Mackenzie • Yakima • 97th on the list with $47,335
 • Andrew Yun • Tacoma • 50th on the list with $101,199
`Champions Tour- final 2015
  • Jeff Coston • Blaine • 85th on the list with $82,240
 • Fred Couples • Seattle • 25th on the list with $729.991
 • Bob Gilder • Corvallis • 777th on the list with $114,525
 • Brian Henninger • Eugene • 41st on the list with $401,215
 • Peter Jacobsen • Portland • 103rd on the list with $49,775
 • Kirk Triplett • Pullman • 23rd on the list with $787,296
lPgA Tour - final 2015
 • SooBin Kim • Ex-UW • 103rd on the list with $63,522
 • Sadena Parks • Tacoma • 100th on the list with $69,680
lPgA Symetra Tour - final 2015
 • Molly Aronsson • Ex-UW • 107th on the list with $5,919
 • Kelli Bowers • Chelan • 99th on the list with $7,145
 • Jimin Kang • Seattle • 16th on the list with $46,612
 • Renee Skidmore • Everett • 150th on the list with $1,863
 • Kim Welch • Ex-WSU • 127th on the list with $3,630
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 If you are planning to play some winter golf, then 
Big Max has you covered with a variety of things to help 
you and your clubs stay dry during your time on the golf 
course. And for the golfer on your list who needs a push 
cart, this might be the way to go for shopping ideas.
 Big Max is the top European push cart company and 
is making a big move in the United States with its U.S. 
headquarters and showroom located in Tacoma.  To keep 
your bag dry, Big Max offers the I-Dry Rainsystem which 
is a durable, tear-resistant cover that keeps the bag and 
what is inside dry. The hood folds down easy and you can 
pull and put your clubs back in quickly.
 The Rainsafe is another accessory that looks like a 
fanny pack and travels on the outside of any golf bag with 
easy access and is 100 percent waterproof. Three zippers 
provide quick access to the clubs and when the rain stops 
the cover folds right back into the case.
 Sometimes the weather is not too warm but you still 
want to play, the Big max Hand Warmer is the go-to ac-
cessory to keep the hands warm. It is designed with an 
outer layer that is water repellent and wind proof.
 The company offers all this for fall and winter golf 
but also handles a complete line of push carts so you 
don’t have to lug them around on cold and wet days of 
golf. There are several models to choose from and you 
can check them out online at www.bigmaxusa.com or call 
888.510.0560 for info.

By Bob Marlatt, Inside Golf Publisher
 Whether you are looking for stocking stuffers 
or high-end golf equipment, discount sales 
should be plentiful, but if you are looking to 
buy golf clubs, consider getting a gift certificate 
instead.
 With Christmas rapidly approaching and you 
can’t figure out what to get that special golfer on 
your list, let the Inside Golf Santa help you out 
with a few suggestions that might make your 
shopping a little easier.
    A good place to start is golf balls. There are 
plenty of good ones on the market. Look for deals 
this time of year. You might  find out what brand 
your golfer likes to play. 
     If your player is a walker, a good pushcart is 
always welcome - we suggest the BigMax cart 
that is the newest entry into collapsible push 
carts.  
    Nearly everyone can use a new golf bag or 
travel bag, keep your eyes out for discounts and 
try to get carry-bags with club partitions and a 
bag- stand. Travel bags are a must if your golfer 
takes golf trips. 
    Golf shoes are another good idea. There 
should be several bargains this time of year, but 
since this is winter, boots like Oregon Mudders 
would be a welcome addition.
     For clothes, again, there should be discount 
sales in process everywhere–nearly every golfer 
likes vests or rain gear for our cool spring and fall 
weather. The Pacific Northwest’s own Cutter and 
Buck, NIKE or Forester all offering top quality 
stuff. Shirts, wind shirts, rain tops – just about 
any article of clothing is a good idea.
     Everyone needs another putter. There are so 
many new and different putters on the market 
today you would be wise to give your recipient a 
gift certificate and let them select their own. The 
same goes for hybrid clubs and drivers, both are 
always in demand by golfers.

Big Max offers some
new rolling gift ideas

Golf Christmas shopping: What the golfer on your 
list might really want to see under the tree this year

 Novelties and small golf accessories like 
ball markers, repair tools, etc. are great stocking 
stuffers.       
 Consider golf lessons for that special golfer, 
he or she will be thrilled – be advised that lessons 
should be purchased in series to get maximum 
benefit. Check with the pro where your golfer 
regularly plays. If your budget allows, a golf 
vacation is a home run for sure, and, you might 
be able to go with them so it’s a win win.
 And one last thought, shop early while inven-
tories are high and discounts are big.

SensoGlove: The only golf glove
that  measures grip pressure
 Introducing the SensoGlove. The SensoGlove 
is the first and only golf glove with built-in sen-
sors that constantly read the pressure of your grip.  
We've heard the teaching professionals say to grip 
the club lightly to achieve the optimum swing 
with maximum distance. A lighter grip delivers 
distance and power with your driver, accuracy 
from the fairway and the soft touch needed to 
sink the hardest putts!
 The problem comes when you try to figure 
out what is a light grip and what is a tight grip. 
For someone who normally has a death grip on 
the club, a light grip will be far different from 
someone who uses a lighter grip. So, how do you 
know what is the right grip for you?
 Proper grip pressure has long been a difficult 
technique to master. Every magazine article 
and golf instructor explains how important it is 
to maintain a light grip. One quote that’s been 
around for a while comes from Sam Snead: “Grip 
the club as if you were holding a baby bird.”
 The SensoGlove is a high quality cabretta 
leather glove with a removable digital computer 
attached to the back. All of the fingers (no thumb) 
have built-in small sensors that relay information 
to the attached computer.

 How it works:
 The SensoGlove computer is a small, light-
weight, sweat-proof monitor that analyzes pres-
sure settings from four tiny sensors sewn right 
into the glove. Other than the computer plug in 
socket, the SensoGlove works just like any other 
glove, so you can use it during a practice round 
on the course. 
 The SensoGlove computer is incredibly 
easy to use. Simply dial in your pressure on a 
scale of 1-to-18 and swing with any club. The 
SensoGlove reads and displays your pressure 
and warns you if you exceed your target level. 
The SensoGlove even shows you what finger is 
gripping too tight, so you can adjust your grip 
accordingly. 
 Best of all, the SensoGlove reads your grip 
pressure during your address AND swing. Many 
golfers start out with a light pressure only to 
grip tighter at take-away and through the back-
swing and downswing. Using the built-in audio 
warning, golfers will know if they are gripping 
too tight exactly when it happens during their 
swing. 
 Take the SensoGlove to the driving range to 
test various pressure settings until you find the 
setting that gives you a perfect swing. You can 
store that setting in memory and the SensoGlove 
will constantly monitor your grip pressure 
throughout your swing.
 Learning the right amount of pressure leads to 
a natural, effortless swing that a golfer can repeat 
every time - for more power, lower scores and a 
more enjoyable round of golf!
 SensoGlove is available for right or left 
hand. 
  For more information about the SensoGlove, 
please visit www.sensoglove.com. Retail cost is 
$89.

                            See Christmas Gifts, Page 15
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Big Island golf
Golf on the Big Island in Hawai’i offers
up a variety of challenging courses
to play and a variety of sights to see

Waikola Village Golf Club is elevated high enough to offers some terrific Pacific Ocean views.

Hapuna Golf Club is across the street from Mauna Kea and gives a 36-hole option for one day.

 There is plenty to like about traveling on the 
Big Island of Hawai’i. The 13,500-foot peak of 
Mauna Kea is home to several observatories (top 
left); Lava formed an arch in the Volcano Na-
tional Park along the ocean (top right); Hualalai 
Golf Club is a treat with views and home to a 
Champions Tour stop (above).

By Steve Turcotte, Inside Golf Editor
 You know that you are flying into something 
special just by looking out the window of the 
airplane as you land at the Kona International Air-
port on Hawaiʻi, the Big Island. From those brief 
seconds upon landing, you see golf courses, lava 
fields, mountains, ocean waves and long endless 
miles of roads.
 Welcome to the Island of Hawaiʻi, also called 
the Big Island, a paradise that has just about every-
thing you would want in a golf vacation. Terrific 
resort golf courses? Check. Some great public 
courses? Check. Plenty of beaches to enjoy the 
Pacific Ocean and its surfing and snorkeling? Check 
and check. The chance to tee off in the shadow of 
one of the tallest mountains - Mauna Kea? Check. 
Outdoor experiences like zip lining, bike riding, 
hiking and more. Check, check and check. And, the 
chance to see active volcanoes? Serious check.
 Other islands like Oʻahu, Maui and Kauaʻi 
might get more headlines, but Hawaiʻi Island is a 
place where you get everything the islands have 
to offer - and less crowds. OK, there is one week 
where the crowds are big - and for good reason. The 
annual Ironman Triathlon is held in October every 
year and brings the top athletes to the island along 
with big crowds. But is certainly an event worth 
watching as the athletes swim 2.4 miles, bike 112 
miles and run a 26.2 mile marathon all in the same 
day. And amazingly, the winner does it in around 
eight hours.
 For golf, Hawaiʻi Island is the home to some 
of the top courses you will find anywhere. From 
resorts like Mauna Kea, Waikoloa, Mauna Lani and 
Hualālai to public tracks like Makalei, there is no 
shortage of golf.
 It all started in 1964 when Mauna Kea was 
designed by Robert Trent Jones Senior and opened 
for play. In fact, Jack Nicklaus, Arnold Palmer and 
Gary Player came over for an exhibition. Rumor 
has it during the round on the par-3 third hole, the 
three stood at the 272-yard tee box with the Pacific 
Ocean in front of them that Player told the other two 
he couldn’t carry his ball that far. There is a plaque 
on the tee box commemorating the exhibition that 
day. Right next door sits Hapuna Golf Course.
 Many of the resorts sit along the ocean and of-
fer terrific views. Waikoloa Beach Resort has two 
courses to offer, the Beach and the Kings’ Course. 
The Kings’ Course is embraced by natural lava 
formations so keeping the ball in the fairway is key. 
The Waikoloa Beach Resort is more than just golf 
as well. There are two shopping villages and two 
resorts - a Marriott and a Hilton. The Hilton is  set 
on 62 acres and is so spacious that you can opt to 
take a tram or boat to get from one side of the resort 
to the other. The Marriott features a spectacular 
setting along the beach.
 Mauna Lani Resort is nestled between Waikoloa 
Beach Resort and Mauna Kea Resort and has two 
courses on site. Its signature 15th hole on the South 
Course is one of the most photographed holes in 
the world. In the winter, you might see humpback 
whales. Hualālai Resort’s Jack Nicklaus designed 
course is also the home of the Champions Tour in 
January.
 Inland, golf is still a treat. Makalei Golf Club, 
up the hill from the Kona Airport, just might be one 
of the hilliest golf courses around. In fact, the cart 
drive from the clubhouse to the driving range takes 
you up 750 feet. And wildlife abound, including 
peacocks and wild boars. Another course inland 
is the Big Island Country Club, which features 
wide fairways and water on half of the holes. And 
Waikola Golf Village sits at elevation and offers 
a Robert Trent Jones Jr. course with some scenic 

views of the ocean.
 Hawai’i Island is the biggest island in the chain. 
And it’s also an island that offers the chance to 
make the circuit driving around the island to see 
what it has to offer.
 From the north is the town of Hāwī, which is the 
home for the original statue of King Kamehameha, 
who ruled Hawaiʻi in the 1800’s. As you make your 
way along the winding two-lane road, you run into 
places like ̒ Akaka Falls before you go through the 
town of Hilo, the largest city on the island. The Big 
Island is a place that generates its own weather. 
Hilo might get 200 inches of rain a year while the 
Kohala side of the island might get just 10 inches 
of rain each year.
 Off the main roads, are some terrific beaches, 
including a black sand beach. Further down the 
road is Hawai’i Volcanoes National Park. If you 
want to see an active volcano then this is your stop 
and Kīlauea will have everything you need to see. 
There are plenty of ways to see the volcanoes from 
land, sea and air.
 The trip around the Hawaiʻi Island is about 
300 miles. And there is plenty to see and do. In 
fact all but two of the earth’s climate zones - from 
tropical rainforest to subarctic tundra - can be found 
here. The island is about as large as the state of 
Connecticut. And there is an even a chance to see 
some snow as Mauna Kea and Mauna Loa, both 
towering 13,000 feet over the island, often have 
snow on their tops in the winter months. There are 
a number of observatories on top of Mauna Kea 
and you can drive your car all the way to the top 
of the mountain.
 There’s never a shortage of things to do. In fact, 
you might realize at the end of a vacation that you 
need more time. Or, if you are like me, you realize 
you need to head back sooner than later. Especially 
when Mother Nature throws bad weather at the 
mainland states in the winter months.
 For more information see www.gohawaii/
hawaii-island.
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Waikoloa Beach Resort not only offers first-class lodging and golf, but also the Queen’s and King’s Markets.

Waikoloa Beach Resort 
offers a setting on the ocean 
with terrific accommodations

A luao is always part of the plan at Waikoloa.

 If you are looking for a resort in Hawaii that 
seems to have it all, look no further then the Wai-
koloa Beach Resort on the Big Island of Hawaii. 
Spread over 62 acres, Waikoloa Beach Resort has 
plenty of rooms, plenty of ocean front and plenty 
of golf for you to choose from.
 There are two major properties on site - with 
the Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort & Spa and 
Hilton Waikoloa Village. Both feature a variety 
of rooms and has no shortage of activities.
 A beachfront Hawaii resort hotel with a style 
all its own, the Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort 
& Spa is set within walking distance to Big Is-
land shopping centers, dining, beach and ocean 
activities and historic trails and petroglyphs. 
The 15-acre Hawaii hotel property located at the 
Anaehoomalu Bay features upscale guestrooms, 
delicious indoor-outdoor Hawaii Calls restaurant 
and a spectacular Sunset Lū‘au. 
 Plus, all the luxuries of Mandara Spa, meander-
ing multiple pools with waterslides and fun fea-
tures, fitness center, and a beautifully landscaped 
walk through history along an ancient Hawaiian 
fishpond. For reservations or more information, 
please call 1-888-924-5656 or visit www.wai-
koloabeachmarriott.com.
 Hilton Waikoloa Village has 1,500 rooms and 
suites awaiting your arrival by hotel tram or boat 
ride along tropical gardens, waterways and Pacific 
statuary. Experience the new Dolphin Quest Vil-
lage and splash in the “coolest pools in Hawaii” 
with your family. Play and enjoy the seaside put-
ting course, world-class tennis club, luxurious 
Kohala Sports Club & Spa, nine international 
cuisine restaurants, Club Keiki children’s program 
and Hawaiian cultural activities. With something 
different every day, Hilton Waikoloa Village is a 

Waikoloa Beach Resort features the Waikoloa Beach Marriott Resort & Spa and Hilton Waikoloa Village.

favorite for families and friends on the go. For 
reservations or more information, please call 
1-800-Hiltons. www.hiltonwaikoloavillage.com.
 What also makes the Waikoloa Beach Resort 
a hot spot is the shopping with its Queens’ and 
King’s Marketplace shopping centers. With a 
variety of shops and places to eat, this shopping 
center is a centerpiece of the village.
 Plus the golf, with two championship courses 
in the King’s Course and Beach Course, Waikoloa 
doesn’t make you travel far to tee it up.
 Add it all up and there are over 3,000 rooms 
in two upscale hotels as well as seven luxury con-
dominiums and vacation home properties. There 
are plenty of places to swim and a terrific beach 
front area to visit.
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The Lesson Tee: Try and keep your golf momentum 
going through those Pacific Northwest winter months

Photo 2

Photo 1

 I can't believe it’s December and Christ-
mas is around the corner.  2016 is coming 
next.  Wow, I can remember the computer 
concern when the year 2000 was closing in.  It 
doesn't seem like 16 years ago.  I recall when 
my grandparents said, "time marches on and 
moves quickly!"  Now I'm saying the same thing!  
Ouch!  Somebody stop me.
 I've always felt and communicated with my 
clients and friends that November through 
March is the most difficult time to practice golf, 
but it is also the best time to get better.   
 Why?  Because there are four months that 
are usually non-golf for most people.  One can 
keep the momentum of spring, summer and 
fall moving.  There is no tournament schedule 
or perhaps pressure to interfere.  I've seen my 
people over the last 21 plus years thrive on a 
winter practice, lesson, play, exercise and goal 
orientated plan.  
 We can all get creative and overcome the 
weather. Just think what we can do in the 3-5 
months where we usually let our golf games 
hibernate and rust up.  We can stretch out our 
season at least by a month or two on either end 
of "the season."  
 For starters get some warm water proof 
clothing. (photo 1)  Being warm and dry is huge!  
The weather is never as bad as it seems on the 
golf course as it looks when we are driving or 
looking outside our office or home.
 There are many covered practice facilities 
around the Great Pacific Northwest.  I am 
grateful daily for my dry and heated academy 
building here at Semiahmoo where I can teach 
and practice no matter the weather. (photo 2)
 Talk about photo 2;  working indoors with this 
"plane board" has helped me and my students 
for many years. Zach Johnson, this years Brit-

ish Open Champion works daily on his plane 
board.  This is something to consider as it helps 
maintain the proper path and plane.  Working 
on this plane board ingrains impact and the 
little taught and talked about arc through the 
golf ball.  I'm a fan.  
 A practical side of ball striking is a "strike 
board."  (photo 3)  This simple piece of plywood 
sets up 2 1/2 club heads behind the golf ball 
and forces a player to strike the ball and ground 
in the same spot for solid and consistent ball/
ground contact.  The goal is to miss the board 
and stay more centered throughout the swing 
to drive the leading edge of your iron down and 
through the golf ball.  I have seen this practice 
habit help hundreds of golfers.
 Merry Christmas!  We will talk about goals, 
exercise and more in 2016.

 Jeff Coston has played the PGA Tour, Web.
com and Champions Tour.  He is a 20-time Pa-
cific Northwest PGA Player of the Year and is in 
the PGA Hall of Fame.  Jeff can be reached for 
appointment year round by calling Semiahmoo 
Resort at 360.201.4590. Remember its warm 
and dry in my academy building. See  www.
jeffcoston.com for more info. Photo 3

 We can all get creative and 
overcome the weather. Just think 
what we can do in the 3-5 months 
where we usually let our golf 
games hibernate and rust up.  We 
can stretch out our season at least 
by a month or two on either end 
of "the season."  
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Rules of the Game: If there is a new year on
the way, that means there are some new rules

 The Rules of Golf are written jointly by the 
USGA (USGA.org) and the R&A (RandA.org).  
These two governing bodies work together to 
update the Rules every four years.  In late October, 
they announced the Rules changes that will go into 
effect on January 1, 2016, and apply to the 2016-
19 period.
 For some time (measured in years), there has 
been a group of folks in the community of golf-
ers that have argued that the Rules are way too 
complicated, and that they should be significantly 
simplified for the benefit of all.  Did that group finally 
achieve a significant simplification?  No, they didn’t.  
There are still 34 Rules, and the total word count 
in those Rules (whatever it is, and it’s a lot) is not 
materially different from what it was.  So from that 
perspective, the Rules haven’t changed much.
 So what has changed?  The “infographic” that 
accompanies this article shows what the ruling bod-
ies call the four primary changes to the Rules.
 The prohibition on anchoring the club while mak-
ing a stroke (Rule 14-1b) has been well publicized 
and much discussed since it was first announced 
several years ago, with attention focused on the 
touring pros who used anchored putting strokes.  
This Rule is not about long putters vs short putters, 
but rather about anchored strokes vs non-anchored 
strokes.  So for those of you who have been using 
a long putter, you can continue to use it, but you 

can’t use an anchored stroke.
 The changes to Rule 6-6d and Rule 14-3 should 
reduce the number of player disqualifications 
(DQs), and in that sense add some degree of 
forgiveness to the Rules, which at times can seem 
overly penal.  The change to Rule 6-6d would have 
benefitted Camilo Villegas at the 2011 Hyundai 
Tournament of Champions, and the change to 
Rule 14-3 would have benefitted Julie Inkster at 
the 2010 Safeway Classic.  Both were DQ at the 
time, but would now just get penalty strokes for 

those same violations.
 The withdrawal of Rule 18-2b adds a degree of 
fairness to the Rules.  It converts a situation where 
the player was presumed guilty (with very limited 
exceptions) to one which is at least somewhat 
more balanced.  That said, players should continue 
to be very careful to not cause the ball to move 
when addressing it.
 For more information about any of the Rules 
changes, please visit the USGA’s web site (USGA.
org).
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By R.D. Pete Petersen, Special to Inside golf
 Winter is here and along with it comes cool, 
crisp mornings and those dreaded “Frost Delays.”  
Have you ever wondered why some courses have 
frost delays?  The answer is to protect the turf, and 
preserve the overall playing conditions.
 Frost is dew which has accumulated on the 
blades of grass in the form of ice.  The ice that forms 
on the outside on the blades of grass hardens and 
even freezes the cells within the blades of grass.  
When hardened or frozen, the cells become ex-
tremely brittle and can be easily crushed or ruptured, 
which results in damage to the cell membranes within 
the blades of grass.  Once the cells have become 
damaged, the blades of grass loose their ability to 
function and grow normally.
 Although you may not see any immediate dam-
age, the effects will generally emerge within 24 to 
48 hours as the blades of grass turn a dark green to 
brownish black color.  Another issue affecting putting 
greens during times of frost is the build-up of ice or 
frost on the spikes of player’s shoes.  When players 
are allowed to walk on frozen or frost covered turf, 
ice accumulates or builds up on the spikes of their 
shoes forming large clumps resembling football 
cleats.  These cleat-like clumps can cause depres-
sions or dents on the surface of the putting green 
with ever step.  The end results of these depres-
sions are putting greens that are uneven and bumpy 
particularly around the hole locations.  
 With these two issues in mind, golf courses are 
challenged to make a decision; is it worth the amount 
of revenue lost during a Frost Delay to avoid the 
potential damaging to the turf and possible adverse 
affects to the playing conditions of the greens and 
the course, or do you take the risk and hope for the 
best?  The U.S.G.A. Green Section through turf 
research studies strongly recommends that you 
avoid playing or walking on turf during times of frost 
or frozen turf conditions because of the potential 
adverse affects.    
 So, remember to be patient the next time you 
arrive at the course and you’re facing a Frost Delay, 
the course has made the decision to protect the turf 
against possible damage. Keep in mind if you like 
quality greens that it’s for the good of the turf and 
insures the best possible playing conditions for all 
players.

Frost delays help to
save turf conditions
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Continued from Page 8
Affordable polarized clipon sunglasses 
 If you wear prescription glasses then you 
know how maddening it is when you are driving 
in a car and the transition or photo chromic lenses 
won't darken and you are blinded by the bright 
sunlight through the windshield. 
 The good news, there is something you can 
do about it and it only cost's about 20 bucks.  
 The company is called Solar Shield and it has 
polarized scratch-resistant clipon lenses that can 
be slipped on quickly and fit snugly over your 
prescription glasses.   Each pair of clipons are 
made to fit your particular glasses which enable 
the lenses to maintain the polarization axis.  
 The clipons are quite unique in that they have 
an adjustable spring loaded bridge that allows 
you to pull laterally to slip on or off quickly .
 They come with stainless steel frames around 
each lens and offer 100% UVA/UVB protection. 
Polarized lenses reduce glare like nothing else 
– great for golf.  When was the last time you 
checked to see what polarized lenses cost? Not 
20 bucks for sure! 
 Solar Shield also offers a variety of sunglasses 
including some that can be warn over your 
regular prescription glasses. They have driving 
glasses as fit-over style or clipon style, priced 
from $12.95 to $24.95. 

Christmas gifts for golfer on your list
 For more information about Solar Shield sun 
glasses, check out their website at www.solar-
shield.com

New Book: Play Golf Better Faster
by Kallipe Barlis
 The book is focused on mental technics to 
improve performance (visualization and auto 
suggestion methods) utilizing many of the proven 
self-hypnosis 
me thods  t o 
a c c o m p l i s h 
the task of im-
proving per-
formance. 
 T h e  a u -
thor took up 
the game late, 
in her  mid-
twenties, and 
parlayed her 
way onto the 
Futures Tour 
and even spent 
a some time on 
the LPGA Tour, 
proving that her methods were effective. 
 The book is a mental workbook guide to 
quickly improving your game, but don't expect 
to fine swing techniques here.  Play Golf Better 
Faster removes the emphasis on technique and 
instead focuses on the mind. 
 For more information, go to www.playgolf-
betterfaster.com. Retails for $19.95.

The Aiming: Hi-tech alignment device
takes the guesswork out of alignment
  Achieving the correct alignment is extremely 
important in golf and we don't have to go further 
than to look at the LPGA player's use of their 
caddies to see how difficult it is.  If professional 
golfers struggle with getting their alignment 

right, with all of their experience and practice, 
the rest of us without caddies, surely could use 
some help.   
 Good news. Help has arrived!
 The product is called The Aiming. It is a 
small wearable device that clips on your waist 
and works for any club, including lining up putts. 
Mostionscape makes three models of The Aim-
ing: the Sound Version, the Vibration Version 
and the Sound & Vibration Version. We tested 
the Vibration Version. 
 How to use: just clip it anywhere on your 
waist and line up behind your ball picking a 
target line and push the button on the dive, then 
take your stance. If your alignment is too far right 
the unit will vibrate with fast vibrations, if too 
far left it will give a slow vibration. When the 
alignment is perfect, there will be a long vibra-
tion (Some units have sound as well as vibrate).
The device shuts off after you have achieved 
the correct alignment or after one minute. It has 
a rechargeable lithium-ion battery that can last 
over 10 rounds between charging. A charging 
cable is included.
 The Aiming has an embedded motion sensor 
and was developed with an algorithm that has a 
patent pending. The Aiming was developed by 
Motionscape, Inc. in Korea and has been exten-
sively tested.  Website is www.theaiming.com. 

Many people may not be aware that we 
have one of the top optics manufacturers in our 
own back yard. Located in Beaverton, Oregon, 
the Leupold company started as a family busi-
ness in 1907 and retains its family roots today. 

What started as a surveying equipment 
manufacturing company with cutting-edge in-
ventions evolved to become a technologically 
advanced hunting scopes maker that took the 
hunting world by storm when it invented the fog-
free hunting scope in 1947 called the Plainsman.

As their reputation for the highly advanced 
scope grew, in 1982 the company had over 
30 different models and employed over 500 
people. In 1985 they started supplying the US 
military for the first time.

 Today their product lines include rifle and 
pistol scopes, spotting scopes, scope mounting 
systems,  binoculars, rangefinders for hunting 

and for golf. 
With products solidly entrenched in the 

optics field, in 2010 Leupold began developing 
sophisticated golf and hunting range finders. 
With a solid background in tactical optics they 
applied their skills to their golf range finders, 
some are able to compute the flight path of the 
golf ball based on atmospheric conditions and 
angle of shot. 

Their golf rangefinder lines includes the 
PinCaddy 2, GX-1i2, GX-3i2 and GX-4i2. 

We wanted to test the PinCaddy 2 and see 
how it performed so we took it to the course. 
For comparison we brought along five different 
GPS devices to see how they stacked up. The 
testing involved several rounds over a 30-day 
period. To our surprise the GPS units were all 
over the board, some off as much as 10 yards 
or more at times. To be fair, the majority of the 

GPS units were within 5 or 6 yards of each 
other most of the time but all had one or two 
measurements in a round that were off the mark, 
some, as stated before, were off by more than 
10 yards. Who’d of thought?

The PinCaddy 2 is a basic (still hi-tech) line-
of-sight unit equipped with Leupold's exclusive 
PinHunter Laser Technology, 6X magnification, 
a high-contrast LCD display and multi-coated 
lens system. It is also water proof. Line-of-
sight rangefinders are approved by the USGA 
for most tournaments (USGA Rule 14-3/0.5). 
It proved easy to operate, picking up the flags 
with ease – everything we asked for. The unit 
is quite small and comes with it’s own case that 
easily attaches to a golf bag.

Other Leupold rangefinders are equipped 
with more features, some with proprietary 
technology and we suggest you check out their 

website at www.leupold.com for more informa-
tion on their entire rangefinder line.

Suggested retail price for the PinCaddy 2 is 
$249.99 but with a bit of searching around you 
should be able to get it for less.

Review of the PinCaddie 2 rangefinder by Leupold




